


I want to be known as a citizen of the world,

a friend of all the nations in the universe."”

—ERASMUS
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human values. The

OW, as never before in history, there is need throughout our universe for a renaissance of

gains of centuries must be preserved. Man must be freed of the fear of annihilation—free to enjoy his world

and to use it wisely.

Today, in countless areas of thought and action, human genius and creative vigor are responding to human

needs. Everywhere, one finds evidence of man’s bounteous labor.

How to examine this evidence anew—and to restore confidence in man's capacity to create and prosper? The Belgian

Government, under the high patronage of His Majesty King Baudouin, has organized the most comprehensive moral and

king of man’s achi ts ever undertaken.

material stol
The Brussels World's Fair is the first universal exhibition in ninetes
seven international organizations, and the private industry and public

en years, and the first of the Atomic Era. From April 17

through October 19, 1958, fifty nations,

agencies of six continents unite at Brussels to demonstrate _ each in its own way—the vital human factors which
74

motivate all progress. Belgium as host nation invites the world to witness these demonstrations a

courage and fresh hope.

BARON MOENS DE FERNIG |
COMMISSIONER GENERAL
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THEME

can urite men and lea

All men are born with a common heritage. Given half o chance this
glabal common sense. Confident of this, the Brussels Worid's Fair 1958 procisims its theme—a dec
in mankind's ability to mold the atomic age to the ultimate advantage of ail nations and peoples.
Modern technology has made communications and exchange between nations swift and easy. B

todiminish world tensions. The unf: still arouses distrust, and distrust divides the world far

than oceans or national boundaries.

Nations, like persons, must willingly seek each other's company and each other’s trust.
Anecessary first step is to bring together the world's citizens in an atmosphere of folerance and peal
This the Brussels World's Fair 1958 seeks to do.
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j ORGANIZATION AND FEATURES sertmmsoieosoen

architectural future, sweep across five hundred
acres of verdant and ancient woodlands in

Heysel Park, four miles from the heart of jiurlee-
Brussels. The four main exhibit areas:

. 1. Foreign — pavilions of 48 nations
ing how peoples the

wiorld live, work and play— how they think, act

and create.

2. International — pavilions of seven great
international organizations which serve

1
{
|
4
|
|
)
|

mankind everywhere.

3. Belgian—exhibits dramatizing the newest
techniques in industry, business, public welfare

and research. \
4. The Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi—

a panorama of life in Belgian Africa: arts, crafts
and economic and social progress.

The Brussels World's Fair 1958 ranks asa
“first category universal exhibition." Itis

. B

organized in accordance with the Paris
Convention of 1928, which governs the scope
and freq y of il i ibiti ¢
The last exposition of this kind was the New York

World's Fair of 1939-1940.
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Brussels '58 presents the world’s finest creative endeavors ina
galaxy of unique displays, international {festivals and cultural events.

Among the chief attractions —
The World Art Center—masterpieces from all ages and nations under one roof

International Hall of Science —a survey of modern discoveries

Garden of the Four St great of gt ing, 16th-20th Centuries

“Belgium 1900"—the nostalgia of a lively yesteryear
“Belgium in the Year 2000"'—a projection into tomorrow's living

The Palace of Fashion—showings of haute couture, evening fashion events

Sports —festivals and competitions, all categories

choral groups and soloists.

Musi d opera
Theater—world-famous stars in prize-winning plays of all nations

The Dance —ballet and folk dancing

The Motion Picture —the finest films of all time—the great stars of our time.

And, the Brussels World's Fair includes scores of restaurants and cafes

tional facilities, a vast

providing ialties of all nations,

amusement park and a “'Children’s Kingdom," striking facades and

soaring gateways, crystalline fountains and flowered esplanades—an unending

panorama of man's skills in making the world about him beautiful.
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PAVILIONS OF THE NATIONS
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Set on a landscaped site of six and one-half acres, the United States Pavilion is the world's

Jargest free-span circular structure, with a diameter of 340 feet and height of 95 feet. A
glittering complex of amber-tinted steel columns and honeycomb plastic walls, the Pavilion

contains two floors of exhibits keyed to the theme of "America—The Land and the People.”

Adjoining it is an 1100-seat theater.
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THE NETHERLANDS

FRANCE

Among the large-scale
national exhibitors, Great
Britain stresses the twin
themes of “‘tradition and
progress''—The Holy See's
“‘Civitas Dei" contains a
church accommodating 2500

worshippers—the Soviet

Union features heavy industry
and power production—
France offers her contribu-
tions to world culture—and
maritime Holland keys its
displays to the theme of

“‘Water: Friend and Foe."
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VENEZUELA

Fireworks and illuminations

TS e

are staged on a

Py’ 4

dramatically conceived

““Aerial Bridge" which

soars above the pavilions

LIECHTENSTEIN
and gardens of the
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Foreign Area.
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HALL OF WORLD COOPERATION—
COUNCIL OF CUSTOMS COOPERATION

BENELUX

COUNCIL OF EUROPE—
ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN
ECONOMIC COOPERATION

| EmE

The Hall of World Cooperation,
sponsored by the Belgian
Government, features a giant
planisphere on which moving
lights illustrate problems of
population and regional
development. Solutions to these
problems are shown to depend
on international cooperation
and respect for individual
freedom.






Belgian Congo
OtherFeatures

THE FAIRGROUNDS

A—United States  B—United Kingdom ~C—France D—Soviet Union  E—The Holy See
F—Netherlands G—Federal Republic of Germany H—Aerial Bridge

J—World Gateway K—Hall of World Cooperation L—United Nations.
M—World Art Center  N—International Hall of Science

0—""Belgium 1900" and "'Belgium in the Year 2000 P—Garden of the Four Seasons
Q—Palace of Fashion R—Auditorium S—Main Entrance and Reception Hall
T—"Children’s Kingdom"" U—Amusement Park

V—Government Pavilion W—Tropical Gardens

1—Benelux Gateway 2—Water Staircase 3—Shopping Center 4—Heliport




| THE BELGIAN SECTION

SCIENCE « ARTS AND THEIR MEANS OF EXPRESSION « GRAPHIC ARTS « THE PRESS « EDUCATION AND TEACHING
VOCATIONAL TRAINING « PETROLEUM « GAS « ELECTRIC POWER « WATER POWER « NUCLEAR ENERGY « MINES AND QUARRIES
AGRICULTURE-HORTICULTURE-STOCK REARING « FORESTRY-HUNTING-FISHING « WATER AND AIR « METALLURGY-METAL MANUFACTURES
CHEMICALS « GLASS-CERAMICS-POTTERY « DIAMONDS « CHALK AND LIMESTONE « TIMBER « PAPER « LEATHER AND HIDES
REFRIGERATION « TEXTILES « CLOTHING « FOOD « TOBACCO « LUXURY ARTICLES « FANCY GOODS AND NOVELTIES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING « CIVIL ENGINEERING « BUILDINGS AND HOUSING « POSTAL SERVICES-TELECOMMUNICATIONS
LAND TRANSPORT « SEA AND RIVER TRANSPORT « AERONAUTICS « STUDY AND CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS

COMMERCE » MONEY-CREDIT-SAVINGS « INSURANCE « ACCIDENT PREVENTION « SOCIAL ECONOMY

PUBLIC HEALTH « TOURING AND TRAVEL « SPORTS AND GAMES

CIVIL ENGINEERING PAVILION




AUDITORIUM & PALACE VII

TIMBER
INDUSTRIES
PAVILION

PLANNING
PAVILION



' BELGIUM PAST...

The high spirited, humorous world of

yesteryear iives again inatwelve-acre
restoration of “‘Belgium in 1900."

In a village of swirling lines and

arabesques, win
turn-of the century homes, visitors can

see and literally wander amid iife as it

ht Eraon the

was lived in the Gash
Continent. Singers, dancers, musicians,

, fortune tellers, troupes of

acr
players and “villagers'' in period

e the mood. Two

thousand square yards of gardens in
radiant bioom, fifty cabarets of “Gay

Ningtie:

theaters and dozens of shops and

aurants provide the setting.




IND FUTURE

In contrast to the “gingerbread"”
rooftops and painted stucco facades of
“Belgium Past" are the free-forms

and cantilevers of “‘Belgium 2000." This
is Belgium's vision of the Rocket Age.
Houses, vehicles, streets and parks are
now streamlined, interplanetary travel
has become areality, and thanks to
technological miracles, there s less
work and more leisure forall.

Together, the two sections forma vast
arena for festivals, plays, concerts,
sporting events and evening
entertainment. The theme is fun and
merrymaking, and the goal is to delight
visitors with a retur tothe “good 0!d

days" and@ taste of future adventure.




' THE BELGIAN CONGO TODAY

Administration

Agriculture

Power, Construction, Transport

Missions

Insurance; Banking, Commerce
Mining

Wildlife and/Hunting







THE FINE ARTS

Artlasithe measurelofimankind!s common

humanitylisitheithemelofithe World Art Center.
Hece—on'ajscaleineveribefore/attempted —
the maslevp._sce; ofiallflagesiand nations are
displayeditinderlonelroofiTheworks are
groupedlaccordingito) humanisticithemes—
manis|placelininaturezhisirelationship with
other/men'and h’is conceptionsiofidivinity—
rather: thanvby schoals/or nationallorigins.
Thererare twolexhibitionsileachllasting three
‘months: (1)|FiftysYears{of Mndem Att,
April\172)uly21%alcompendium!of

artistic expressionlofitheragewellive/in
(2)|Manland/Art,/AUgUst{8:0ctober 19; the:
entiresweeplofartisticachievementifrom

prehistoricitimesitoithelpresent;




Contributions tajscientific knowledge—whether.
by ancientiGreekjastronomers. Medieval
alchemists or presentiday:atomic researchers
—are; represen\eq'as thelcommon property of
mankind/in vlhe InternationallHalllof/Science.
Committees ofieminentiscientists have
organized(comprehensiveldisplaysiin four
fundamentallareas—thelatom; theimolecule, the
crystallandithellivingicell. Theseitreat,
respectively;Sthelevolution/of physics,
chemistry, solid/state/physics and biology.

Multilingualifilmsfand/a *Science in/Action!"

sectionicomplementithe|basic displays.




THE P

ERFORMING ARTS

Brussels '58 presents a mid-century

festival of music, theater, cinema and the

dance, with scores of events scheduled
daily in more than twenty theaters

and arenas. International competitions
in each category are staged at regular

intervals during the World's Fair.

music
Concerts by the world's leading symphony
orchestras and instrumentalists — Special
per by d ici of
each participating country during celebra-
tion of its National Days.

ad

A full season of opera, with guest perform-
ances by foremost opera companies and

vocalists.

Chamber music, string ensembles, organ-
ists and choral groups of all nations.
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Concerts of martial music, with perform-

ances by celebrated military bands of the
participating nations.

i

A series of weekend concerts by amateur
musical societies of Belgium.




International Meeting of Youth Orchestras,
July 13-20 , bringing together groups of
young musicians of all nationalities, and
climaxed on the last d th concerts by
an international orchestr; composed of
delegates from each national g

Festival of Experimental Music, October
510, presenting experiments in a new
musical medium.

THEATER
Starrin ‘"l“'"s plays of the legitimate stage,
"nlmnf_mdmg actors and actresses of all

Prize.wi

Sentative

Special performances of repre-
try durin,

plays of each participati
| pating coun-
2 its National Days. i

Periormances by amateur dramatic groups.

International Festival of Marionette The-
aters, May 17, July 26, September 27, with
children's matinees each Thursday.

é, \
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International Festival of University The-
aters, August 2-9, highlighting contempo-
rary trends in the dramatic arts.

CINEMA
World Film Festival, presenting the best
films of all nations produced in 1957:
Short subjects, May 20-27
Feature films, May 30-June 13

International Experimental Film Ccmpet‘i-
tion, April 21-27, with awards to cinematic
devices best suited to films of the future.

Presentation of the world's finest motion
pictures, October 12-18—a survey of the
motion picture from its beginnings to the
present, with gold medal award to “tne
best film of all time.”

THE DANCE
The Art of the Dance —demanstrations. of
dance forms evolved by the various nation:
alities and cultures represented in the
World's Fair.

Pperformances of classical ballet by inter-
nationally known comparnies

bl

Exhibitions of folk dancing by renowned
dance groups of all natiens.




SPECIAL EVENTS

1. International\Vintage/Auto Rally, May 15 17—Commemorating the'dawn

of speed!*and tracing the evolution of thelautomobile fromiits earliestiforms

2! World Film Star Rally—An assembly/ofitheworldisimost famous film

personalitiesion theleve of the World FilmiFestival, May, 29

and again|preceding! announcement of fllm awards, June 14

3. International |Fireworks Competitions—World's Falr trophyawarded

toithe country which stages the mostispectacular display/of fireworks.

during celebration of its|National|Days:
4. Procession|of|Belgian Folklore Societies, July 215

5. Seasonal Flower Shows and Floral|Competitions—Roses,

dahlias, begonias, hydrangeas) cyclamens

6. International Athletic Eventsiand Competitions—World:famous athletesiand

champlonship/teams compete indaily/events’ Basketball—Rugby—

s—Volleyball—Pelota—

Wrestling:

Football—Tennis— Fencing—Judo—Archery

7. “Giants! Day"—Huge representations of heroes from Belgian folklore inia

festive rally, September.7







THE WELCOME

f intense preparation guarantee the warmest

Five years Of

welcome to the people of all nations. Hostesses, fluent in

many languages, are stationed at frontier towns,
seaports, rail, bus and air depots and on the Fairgrounds
to greet and assist visitors. Each guest receives

informative brochures, maps, a schedule of events and a

lapel button indicating his native language- Clearly

marked signposts to the Fair guide motorists over the

recently-completed network of superhighways. To insure

accommaodations for all, “‘Logexpo’’ maintains the latest

information on hotels, motels, pensions and private

homes throughout Belgium. The most advanced electronic

equipment, assimilating this information, provides

instantaneous bookings to suit individual needs.

In welcome, each city and hamlet in Belgium has decked
itself with flowers. And to every visitor the people of

this shining land extend a hand in friendship.
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Hundreds of fairs and exhibitions take place each year in all parts of the globe. These range from purely local

events to international trade fairs which display the products and techniques of
such as the Brussels World's Fair 1958 are described officially as “first category universal

 many exhibitors. But world

expositions.
exhibitions”—and they occur far less frequently.

Formal arrangements governing world's fairs were concluded in the Paris Convention of 1928. Thirty-five
signatory nations agreed on a minimum interval of six years between successive world's fairs and fifteen years

between those organized by the same sponsoring nation. Mol
aworld's fair must survey the entire spectrum of human

reover, unlike lesser international exhibitions,

which are usually limited to a single area of activity,

achievement. Its purpose must be to reveal in the broadest possible terms the personality

enterprise and
of the age it represents.

to date

Under the definitions laid down by the Paris Ct only thirty i
rank as world's fairs. The first was the famed Crystal Palace Exposition held in London in 1851. Since that
spectacular premiere, many others—the Paris Exposition of 1889 which gave France the Eiffel Tower,

| icled a century of prog have become landmarks in

and the Chicago Fair of 1893 which
the history of their times. Twelve great world's fairs have taken place in Belgium. The most recent
world's fair was held in New York City in 1939 and 1940. Continuing the tradition begun more than a century

ago, the Brussels World's Fair 1958 is the first in nearly two decades and the first of our Atomic Age.




